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Samira Anderson

He received his Ph.D. in classical studies from Duke University.

Prior to his arrival at the University of Maryland, he taught at

Rice University, the University of Minnesota, and Connecticut

College.

Adler’s scholarly interests include Roman historiography, Latin

prose, the history of classical scholarship, and the history of the

humanities. Adler has taught a variety of courses in Latin and

Greek, as well as classes on Greco-Roman history and civilization.

In 2020, he became a member of the Editorial Board of

Humanitas.

Eric Adler
University of Maryland

Professor and Department Chair

Arts and Humanities

eadler@umd.edu
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Samira Anderson is a Professor in the Department of Hearing and

Speech Sciences at the University of Maryland. After practicing as

a clinical audiologist for 26 years, she decided to pursue a Ph.D.

degree in Auditory Neuroscience at Northwestern University to

better understand the hearing difficulties experienced by her

patients. She obtained her Ph.D. in December of 2012 and joined

the faculty at the University of Maryland in 2013. 

University of Maryland

Professor and Department Chair

Behavioral and Social Sciences

sander22@umd.edu



Kelly Askew

Dr. Amy Ando is Professor and Department Chair in the

Department of Agricultural, Environmental, and Development

Economics at Ohio State University. She was inducted as a Fellow

of the Association of Environmental and Resource Economists in

2023. She earned a B.A. in economics from Williams College in

1990 and a Ph.D. in economics from MIT in 1996. She was a

Professor at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign in the

Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics from 1999-

2023 and before that she worked as a research Fellow in

Resources for the Future, where she still has an affiliation as a

University Fellow.

Amy Ando
Ohio State University

Professor and Department Chair

College of Food, Agricultural, and
Environmental Sciences

ando.21@osu.edu
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Kelly Askew is the Niara Sudarkasa Collegiate Professor of

Anthropology and Afroamerican & African Studies and Chair of

the Department of Anthropology at the University of Michigan.

She is author of Performing the Nation: Swahili Music and

Cultural Politics in Tanzania (2002) and numerous articles, and

co-director of the award-winning documentary film Maasai Remix

(2019). She received her Ph.D. in Anthropology from Harvard

University. Current projects focus on rural energy access,

postsocialist poetics, pastoralism, post-independence African

music and art, and land rights in Tanzania.

University of Michigan

Professor and Department Chair

College of Literature, Science and the
Arts

kaskew@umich.edu



Amy Barger

His research interests include racial and ethnic politics, emotions,

political psychology, and public opinion. His first book, Anger and

Racial Politics: The Emotional Foundation of Racial Attitudes in

America, published by Cambridge University Press, explores the

link between emotions and racial attitudes and the consequences

it has for political preferences. His forthcoming book (co-

authored with Ismail White), The Anger Rule: Racial Inequality

and Constraints on Black Politicians, published by Cambridge

University Press, examines how Black politicians penalized for

publicly expressing anger contributes to racial inequality

sustaining itself in the US. He has also authored numerous

journal articles, and his research has been supported by the

Russell Sage Foundation and the National Science Foundation.

Antoine Banks
University of Maryland

Department Chair

Department of Government & Politics

abanks12@umd.edu
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Amy Barger is the Henrietta Leavitt Professor of Astronomy and

Chair of the Department of Astronomy at the University of

Wisconsin-Madison (UW). She received her BA from the UW as a

Goldwater Scholar and her PhD from King’s College, University of

Cambridge as a Marshall Scholar. She joined the UW in 2000 after

prestigious national postdoctoral fellowships at the Institute for

Astronomy, University of Hawaii. She has made pioneering

discoveries of distant galaxies and supermassive black holes. Her

research upset the prevailing paradigms of how galaxies and

supermassive black holes evolve over cosmic time. She continues

her search and study of the earliest such systems in the universe.

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Department Chair

Letters & Science

barger@astro.wisc.edu



Leema Berland

Diane M. Beck is a Full Professor in the Department of Psychology

and directs the Attention & Perception Lab at the University of

Illinois. She is a member of the Neuroscience Program and the

Group Leader of Biologically-Informed AI at the Beckman

Institute for Advanced Science and Technology, at the University

of Illinois. She received her Ph.D. from the University of

California, Berkeley, and was a postdoctoral fellow at University

College London and at Princeton University. She uses behavioural

methods, functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI),

transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS), electroencephalography

(EEG) and optical imaging to understand the neural processes

that enable and limit our visual understanding.

Diane Beck
University of Illinois

Head of Department

Liberal Arts and Sciences

dmbeck@illinois.edu
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Dr. Berland is broadly interested in facilitating and studying

students as they engage in sensemaking practices (with a focus

on K-12 students sensemaking about scientific phenomena,

teacher candidates sensemaking about pedagogical phenomena,

and educators making sense of their shared antiracist vision and

goals). In this work, she uses sociocultural lenses to argue that

engagement in sensemaking requires that learning activities be

experienced by the learners as working towards a sensemaking

goal, rather than as a set of disconnected procedures that satisfy

an evaluative audience (i.e., a teacher, a principal, etc.). 

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Professor and Department Chair

School of Education

lberland@wisc.edu



Johan Bollen

Anke Birkenmaier is currently serving as chair of the Spanish and

Portuguese department in the College of Arts and Sciences at

Indiana University. Birkenmaier is a scholar of modern Caribbean

and Latin American literature and culture, and in studying these

areas she has two major foci. She studies literature in relation to

other discourses such as anthropology, looking at the ways in

which ideas about culture and race have evolved over time. Her

interest in media and sound studies has also led her to explore

the ways in which the novel has entered in competition with

other communication media. Her award-winning book, Alejo

Carpentier y la cultura del surrealismo en América Latina (2006)

presented an analysis of the early years of Cuban writer Alejo

Carpentier, when he engaged with “dissident” surrealists in Paris

in the 1930s and worked for the radio and advertising industry.

Anke Birkenmaier
Indiana University

Professor and Department Chair

Arts and Sciences

abirkenm@iu.edu
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He is a Professor at the Indiana University School of Informatics,

Computing, and Engineering. He was formerly a staff scientist at

the Los Alamos National Laboratory from 2005-2009, and an

Assistant Professor at the Department of Computer Science of

Old Dominion University from 2002 to 2005. He obtained his PhD

in Experimental Psychology from the Vrije Universiteit Brussel

(VUB) in 2001. He has published more than 75 articles on

computational social science, social media analytics, informetrics,

and digital libraries. His research has been funded by the NSF,

DARPA, IARPA, EDA, NASA, and Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

 

Indiana University

Chair of the Informatics Department

Luddy School of Informatics, Computing,
and Engineering
jbollen@iu.edu



Andrea Case

Dr. Hannah Burrack is Professor and Chairperson in the

Department of Entomology at Michigan State University where

she has served in this role since 2022. Prior to her position at

MSU, Burrack was a professor & extension specialist at NC State

University for 14 years and served as the inaugural Director for

Education and Outreach with the North Carolina Plant Sciences

Initiative at NC State University from 2020 to 2021. Burrack's

leadership interests include supporting interdisciplinary research

and extension activities, stakeholder engagement, and building

resilient and relevant academic systems. Burrack is an applied

ecologist with a focus on integrated pest management (IPM) in

specialty crops. At NC State, she led entomology research and

extension efforts for blueberries, caneberries, grapes, tobacco

and industrial hemp.

Hannah Burrack
Michigan State University

Professor and Department Chairperson

Agriculture & Natural Resources

burrackh@msu.edu
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Andrea Case (she/her) began her current position as Professor

and Chair of Plant Biology at Michigan State University in January

2023. Prior to MSU, she served on faculty in Biological Science at

Kent State University (Ohio) for 17 years. Her active research

program has been supported by the National Science Foundation.

She uses wildflowers as study systems to understand ecological

and evolutionary mechanisms causing populations to become

differentiated within species. Andrea has served for many years

in leadership roles in academic professional societies. She was

elected a fellow of AAAS in 2023 for her distinguished

contributions to improving ethical conduct, inclusion, and

personal safety in evolutionary biology and the broader STEMM

community.

Michigan State University

Professor and Department Chair

Natural Science

caseand4@msu.edu



Jie Chen

Kristin Casper, PharmD, is Professor of Clinical Pharmacy and

Chair of the Pharmacy Education and Innovation Division at The

Ohio State University College of Pharmacy. Dr. Casper’s areas of

focus include teaching nonprescription medications and

foundational patient care concepts, post-graduate mentoring to

prepare trainees for future teaching experiences, and faculty

development with an emphasis on recognizing and rewarding

teaching innovation and excellence. Her scholarly contributions

and interests align with these areas of focus and are enhanced by

her earlier work related to advancing patient care pharmacy

services in community-based settings. 

Kristin Casper
Ohio State University

Professor and Department Chair

Pharmacy

casper.17@osu.edu
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She is a Professor in the Department of Health Policy and

Management and directs the Hospital And Public health

interdisciPlinarY research (HAPPY) Lab, which uses a

multidisciplinary perspective and involves collaboration with

clinical leaders, community partners and organizational decision-

makers. Her current research focuses on the integration of

healthcare organizations, promoting behavioral health of

vulnerable populations and mental health among older adults.

University of Maryland

Professor and Department Chair

School of Public Health

jichen@umd.edu



Whasun Chung

Yuan (Daniel) Cheng is an Associate Professor, Chair of the

Leadership and Management area, and the Director of Graduate

Studies for the Certificate in Nonprofit Management at the

Humphrey School of Public Affairs. Professor Cheng also serves as

a McKnight Presidential Fellow at the University of Minnesota.

Professor Cheng's research is focused on a range of theoretical

and managerial questions lying at the nexus of governance,

government-nonprofit relationships, co-production, and the

distributional and performance implications of cross-sector

collaboration. He is particularly interested in how government

agencies, nonprofits, and citizens interact in joint public service

provision, and the performance implications of alternative

service provision mechanisms.

Yuan Cheng
University of Minnesota

Associate Professor and Chair of the
Leadership and Management area

Humphrey School of Public Affairs
cheng838@umn.edu
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Dr. Whasun “Sun” Oh Chung is the Chair and Research Professor

in the Department of Oral Health Sciences at the University of

Washington School of Dentistry (UWSOD). She obtained her PhD

from the School of Public Health at the University of Washington.

After completing a postdoctoral fellowship, she started her

faculty appointment at the UWSOD in 2003 as a Research

Assistant Professor. Since then, she has taken on numerous

administrative and leadership roles at UWSOD. She served as the

Director of SURF Research Program for 12 years prior to being

appointed as the Acting Chair of Oral Health Sciences in 2022,

followed by the Chair appointment in 2023.

University of Washington

Research Professor and Department
Chair

School of Dentistry
sochung@uw.edu



Renee Cole

Julia Cole is a professor of Earth and Environmental Science at

the University of Michigan and chairs that department. Her

research explores environmental change by developing

paleoclimatic data from corals, caves, and other sources, over

time scales relevant to human society (decades to millennia). She

also investigates ways to combine analyses of paleodata with

climate models to refine interpretations of both. Current projects

focus on areas and systems with substantial ecological or human

impacts, including tropical reef environments, drought in western

North America, monsoons, and the El Niño phenomenon. Julia

received her undergraduate degree from Brown University, and

Master’s and Doctoral degrees from Columbia University.

Julia Cole
University of Michigan

Professor and Department Chair

Literature, Science, and the Arts

colejul@umich.edu
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Dr. Renée Cole is a Professor of Chemistry and Department

Executive Officer at the University of Iowa. Dr. Cole earned a B.A.

in chemistry from Hendrix College, and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in

physical chemistry from the University of Oklahoma before

completing a post-doctoral fellowship in chemistry education at

the University of Wisconsin. Renée’s research focuses on issues

related to how students learn chemistry and how that can guide

the design of instructional materials and teaching strategies as

well on efforts related to faculty development and the

connection between chemistry education research and the

practice of teaching.

University of Iowa

Professor of Chemistry and Department
Executive Officer

Liberal Arts and Sciences
renee-cole@uiowa.edu



Chad Cotti

She conducts empirical research related to corporate finance,

credit risk, credit ratings, municipal finance, and student loans.

She earned her Bachelor of Science at the University of Nebraska,

where she studied actuarial science, economics, insurance, and

finance. She earned her Ph.D. at Purdue University and has since

enjoyed faculty appointments at Penn State University, College of

William and Mary, New York University, American University, and

Indiana University. Dr. Cornaggia has taught a wide array of

courses at the graduate and undergraduate levels including

corporate finance, corporate restructuring, equity valuation,

multinational finance, and capital markets. Non-academic

experience includes analyzing asset-backed securities markets

and the credit ratings industry for the US Securities and Exchange

Commission and Department of Justice.

Kimberly Cornaggia
Penn State University

Finance Professor and Department Chair

Smeal College of Business

kjr15@psu.edu
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Dr. Cotti is the Chairperson and Professor in the Department of

Agricultural, Food, and Resource Economics at Michigan State

University, as well as a Research Affiliate of the Center for

Demography of Health and Aging at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison. Dr. Cotti’s research fits broadly within health

economics and public policy, where he has studied a wide range

of topics, including tobacco control policies, drunk driving, food

assistance policy, and several areas related to health outcomes.

His work has appeared in several leading journals in economics,

including the Review of Economics & Statistics, Social Science &

Medicine, the Journal of Public Economics, the Journal of Health

Economics, and the American Economic Journal: Economic Policy. 

Michigan State University

Professor and Department Chairperson

College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources

COTTICHA@msu.edu



Frederick R. Davis

Alison D’Amato is Associate Professor of Practice at USC's

Kaufman School of Dance, as well as the school's Assistant Dean

of Academic and Faculty Affairs. She holds an affiliate faculty

position at USC's Roski School of Art and Design, where she

teaches in the Performance Studies Graduate Certificate

program. She holds a PhD from the University of California, Los

Angeles, an MA from Trinity Laban (for which she was awarded

the Jack Kent Cook Graduate Scholarship), and a BA from

Haverford College. Her writing on performance can be found in

Dance Research Journal, Choreographic Practices, SFMOMA’s

Open Space, Imagined Theatres, Contact Quarterly, X-TRA

Contemporary Art Quarterly, as well as the recent volume

Object-Event-Performance: Art, Materiality, and Continuity Since

the 1960s.

Alison D'Amato
USC

Assistant Dean of Academic and Faculty
Affairs

Kaufman School of Dance

adamato@usc.edu
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Frederick “Fritz” Davis is Professor and Head the Department of

History at Purdue University. He joined Purdue in 20216 as the R.

Mark Lubbers Chair in the History of Science. His research

connects the history of environmental science, environmental

health, and environmental history. He recently published

'Banned: A History of Pesticides and the Science of Toxicology'

(Yale). He is now co-writing 'Ecosystem Regeneration in a Time of

Rapid Change,' with an ecologist at ASU. He studied at Harvard,

the University of Florida, and Yale (Ph.D. in the history of science

and medicine).

Purdue University

Professor and Department Head

Liberal Arts

frdavis@purdue.edu



Elaine Hsieh

Katrina Forest is a Professor in, and current chair of, the

Bacteriology Department at UW-Madison. Her lab’s research area

is structural microbiology; in particular she is known for her work

on the knotted red-light photoreceptor phytochrome and on the

intricacies of the bacterial Type IV pilus. Dr. Forest received her

bachelor’s degree in Applied Biology from MIT followed by a

Ph.D. in Molecular Biology at Princeton University under the

research mentorship of Clarence Schutt. During postdoctoral

work at the Scripps Research Institute with John Tainer she made

her mark by solving the first structure of the fiber forming pilin

subunit. Since 1998, Forest has been on the faculty of the

University of Wisconsin.

Katrina Forest
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Professor and Department Chair

College of Agricultural and Life Sciences

forest@bact.wisc.edu
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Elaine Hsieh (Ph.D., University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,

2004; J.D., University of Oklahoma, 2019) is Professor and Chair

in the Department of Communication, University of Minnesota

since 2022. She has also been a visiting professor at the

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign since 2011. Prior to

coming to the University of Minnesota, she was a Professor and

Presidential Professor at the University of Oklahoma. She is an

award-winning author, Fulbright Scholar, and NIH-funded

researcher, renowned for her extensive work on the intersections

of culture, language, health, and medicine in both interpersonal

and cross-cultural contexts.

University of Minnesota

Professor and Department Chair

College of Liberal Arts

hsieh168@umn.edu



Detlef Heck

Erik Gonzalez-Mulé is the Randall L. Tobias Chair in Leadership

and Professor of Organizational Behavior and Human Resources

Management. He currently serves as Chair of the Management

and Entrepreneurship Department at the Kelley School of

Business at Indiana University. Professor Gonzalez-Mulé holds a

Ph.D. in Business Administration from the University of Iowa

where he was a Presidential Research Fellow. He also holds

graduate and undergraduate degrees in Management and

Psychology, respectively, from the University of Florida. His

current research investigates how work stressors impact

employee health, as well as how to design and compose effective

work teams. 

Erik Gonzalez-Mule
Indiana University

Department Chair

Kelley School of Business

erikgonz@iu.edu
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Dr. Heck is a systems neuroscientist with over 30 years of

research, teaching, and mentoring experience. Born and raised

near Cologne, Germany, He started my academic education in

Biology at the University of Mainz, Germany. Later, he moved to

the University of Tübingen in southern Germany to focus on

Neuroscience, where he completed his masters and PhD thesis at

the Max-Planck-Institute for Biological Cybernetics. After a brief

year as a postdoctoral fellow at Washington University in St.

Louis, USA, he first accepted a faculty position at the University

of Freiburg, Germany, then moved to the University of Tennessee

Health Science Center in Memphis, TN, USA, and finally accepted

the position of Head of the Department for Biomedical Sciences

in Duluth, MN.

University of Minnesota

Professor and Department Head

Medicine

heckd@d.umn.edu



Princess Imoukhuede

Dr. Rena M. Heinrich is the Chair of Critical Studies and Dramatic

Writing and Associate Professor of Theatre Practice in Critical

Studies in the School of Dramatic Arts and an affiliated professor

of East Asian Studies in the Dornsife School of Letters, Arts and

Sciences at the University of Southern California (USC). Her

teaching and areas of expertise include interculturalism; race,

representation, and gender in performance; postcolonial theater;

Asian and Asian American drama; acting; ethnography; and

performance studies. Her monograph, Race and Role: The Mixed-

Race Asian Experience in American Drama (Rutgers University

Press, 2023) explores the shifting identities of multiracial Asian

figures in theatre from the late-nineteenth century to the present

day.

Rena Heinrich
USC

Associate Professor and Department
Chair

School of Dramatic Arts
rheinric@usc.edu
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Dr. Imoukhuede is a distinguished bioengineer renowned for her

groundbreaking research on blood vessels and their regulation.

She holds an SB in Chemical Engineering from MIT and a Ph.D. in

Bioengineering from Caltech, where she made history as the first

African-American woman to receive this degree. Throughout her

academic career, Dr. Imoukhuede has been recognized for her

research and her commitment to social responsibility. She has

received numerous awards and professional development grants,

including a United Negro College Fund/Merck Fellowship. She has

also served on the board of the Biomedical Engineering Society

(BMES) and the nominations committee of the American Institute

for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE) and has been

inducted as a Fellow in both.

University of Washington

Professor and Department Chair

College of Engineering/School of
Medicine (UW Medicine)

pii@uw.edu



Janine Jones

Candice M. Jenkins is Professor of English and African American

Studies at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign; she is

also affiliate faculty with the Unit for Criticism and Interpretive

Theory. She arrived at UIUC in 2014 after 13 years on the faculty

at Hunter College, CUNY. She earned her BA from Spelman

College, and her PhD from Duke University, both in English. Her

research and teaching use a critical black feminist lens to

consider how a variety of African American cultural texts address

evolving questions of racial subjectivity, sexual politics, and class

in the US.

Candice Jenkins
University of Illinois

Professor of English and African
American Studies

Liberal Arts & Sciences
cmjenki@illinois.edu
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Dr. Janine Jones is a Professor of School Psychology, currently

serving as Associate Dean for Academic Affairs at the University

of Washington’s College of Education. She holds a Ph.D. in School

Psychology from the University of Texas at Austin, an M.S. in

Marriage, Family, and Child Counseling from the University of

Southern California, and a B.A. in Psychology from UT Austin,

bringing decades of expertise in education, psychology, and

leadership. As Associate Dean, Dr. Jones oversees 26 graduate

and five undergraduate programs, supervising academic

personnel and guiding strategic decisions in budgeting, resource

allocation, and academic policies.

University of Washington

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

College of Education

jjones2@uw.edu



Eloise Kaizar

He is the Ann Swindells Chair, Department Head, Department of

History. Born and raised in Portland, Oregon, Ryan Tucker Jones

holds a PhD in history from Columbia University in the City of

New York. He is the author of Empire of Extinction: Russians and

the Strange Beasts of the Sea (Oxford, 2014) as well as the

forthcoming Red Leviathan: The Soviet Union and the Secret

Destruction of the World’s Whales (University of Chicago Press).

Ryan Jones
University of Oregon

Professor

History

rtj@uoregon.edu

DEO FELLOWS 2024

Eloise (Elly) Kaizar joined the Department of Statistics at Ohio

State University in 2006 after receiving her PhD from Carnegie

Mellon University. She currently serves as chair of the

department. She is interested in developing and evaluating

methods to assess the effectiveness and safety of health care

interventions. Her primary area of expertise is research synthesis,

or meta-analysis, with the aim of making population-

interpretable inference based on data collected with randomized

and observational study designs. This line of work incorporates

ideas originally developed for survey sampling, missing data, and

causal inference, which are additional areas of interest.

Ohio State University

Professor and Department Chair

College of Arts and Sciences

kaizar.1@osu.edu



Dr. Kinser is Professor and DEO of Mathematics, University of

Iowa.

Ryan Kinser
University of Iowa

Professor and Departmental Executive
Officer

Mathematics
ryan-kinser@uiowa.edu
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Matt Lambert

Milind Kulkarni is the Michael and Katherine Birck Head and

Professor of the Elmore Family School of Electrical and Computer

Engineering at Purdue University. He is also the academic lead of

the Robert H. Buckman College of Engineering Online Education

Program. He received Bachelor’s degrees from North Carolina

State University, and his PhD from Cornell University. His

research focuses on developing languages, compilers and

systems that can efficiently and effectively exploit locality and

parallelism in complex applications on complex computation

platforms. He received the NSF CAREER award in 2012 and the

Department of Energy Early Career Research Award in 2013 for

his work on optimizing irregular applications.

Milind Kulkarni
Purdue University

Professor and Michael and Katherine
Birck Head

Elmore Family School of Electrical and
Computer Engineering

milind@purdue.edu
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Dr. Lambert is a professor and head of the department of special

education at the University of Illinois. This is his second year at

UIUC and as department head. Before joining UIUC, he was a

faculty member at the University of Nebraska for twelve years.

Dr. Lambert’s scholarship addresses issues related to assessment

for children with disabilities within special education and related

fields (e.g., school psychology, social work) with a particular focus

on psychodiagnostic testing, strength-based assessment, and

cross-cultural test adaptations. Dr. Lambert has published over

100 peer-referred journal articles in these areas. 

University of Illinois

Professor and Department Head

Education

matt5@illinois.edu



Janet Liechty

Adrian KC Lee is a Professor and Chair of the Department of

Speech & Hearing Sciences at the University of Washington,

Seattle, USA. He obtained his bachelor’s degree in electrical

engineering at the University of New South Wales and his

doctorate at the Harvard-MIT Division in Health Sciences and

Technology. Dr. Lee’s research focuses on developing multimodal

imaging techniques to investigate the cortical network involved

in auditory scene analysis and attention, especially through

designing novel behavioral paradigms that bridge the gap

between psychoacoustics and neuroimaging research. In the past

decade, he has attracted over $5 million of research funding from

local and federal agencies (e.g,., NIH, NSF, DoD), as well as from

industry (e.g., Amazon).

Adrian KC Lee
University of Washington

Professor and Department Chair

Arts & Sciences

akclee@uw.edu
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Janet Liechty is Professor and Associate Dean of Academic

Programs at the School of Social Work, University of Illinois

Urbana Champaign. She has joint faculty appointments in the

Carle-Illinois College of Medicine, the Division of Nutritional

Sciences, and the Institute for Government and Public Affairs at

the University of Illinois. Janet is the PI and Project Director of

two federally funded behavioral health workforce development

grants (funded through HRSA). Her research focuses on obesity

and social determinants of health, positive body image and

embodiment, and interprofessional education and training for

holistic, integrated care. 

University of Illinois

Professor and Associate Dean of
Academic Programs

School of Social Work
jliechty@illinois.edu



Paul Markowski

She is a professor in the Graduate School of Education at Rutgers

University where she teaches and conducts research related to

teacher leadership and transgender identities in the context of K-

12 schools. Mangin’s scholarship is informed by her previous

experience as a public high school Spanish teacher in New York

City. She is a frequent speaker on the topic of transgender

children and teacher leadership, presenting at national

conferences as well as at local schools and teacher education

preparation programs. Dr. Mangin is the author of Transgender

Students in Elementary School: Creating an Affirming and

Inclusive School Culture (Harvard Education Press, 2020). Dr.

Mangin is the recent recipient of three Spencer Foundation

grants aimed at understanding and improving educational

experiences for trans youth. 

Melinda Mangin
Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Department Chair

Graduate School of Education

melinda.mangin@gse.rutgers.edu
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Paul Markowski is a Distinguished Professor of Meteorology and

Head of Penn State's Department of Meteorology and

Atmospheric Science. His research group investigates severe

storms, particularly tornadoes, using state-of-the-art

observations, computer simulations, and theory. He is the 2015

recipient of the American Meteorological Society's Meisinger

Award, the 2013 recipient of the National Weather Association's

Fujita Award, and the 2011 recipient of the European Severe

Storms Laboratory's Dotzek Award. He is also a fellow of the

American Meteorological Society.

Penn State University

Distinguished Professor and Head of
Meteorology and Atmospheric Science

Earth and Mineral Sciences
pmarkowski@psu.edu



Jianguo Mei

After serving in the US Army, Dr. David Mazyck completed his BS,

MS, and then also his Ph.D. from Penn State University in

Environmental Engineering. Dr. Mazyck was a Professor of

Environmental Engineering Sciences at the University of Florida

(UF). He has successfully mentored, both in academia and

business, women and minorities in entrepreneurship in several

start-up companies. Currently, Dr. Mazyck is the Head for the

School of Engineering Design and Innovation (SEDI). SEDI is a

multi-disciplinary faculty dedicated to hands-on learning

experiences ranging from cornerstone to capstone. Additionally,

SEDI helps to prepare engineers for immediate success in the

workplace by offering minors and/or certificates in fields such as

Engineering Design, Entrepreneurship, Leadership, and Law,

Policy, and Engineering. 

David Mazyck
Penn State University

Department Head

School of Engineering Design and
Innovation

dwm110@psu.edu
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Jianguo Mei is currently Department Head and Richard and Judith

Wein Professor of Chemistry at Purdue University. His research

interest centers on the design and development of

semiconducting polymers for flexible electronics and

bioelectronics.

Purdue University

Professor and Department Head

Science

jgmei@purdue.edu



Bart Nijssen

Dr. Amelia María de la Luz Montes is Professor and Chair of The

Department of Chicano & Latino Studies. She is an Americanist

scholar and creative writer. Her academic work focuses on

narrative contexts that complicate and contradict normative

constructions of national and international societal and personal

identities. Hemispheric or transnational studies are also terms

that describe such explorations. To say she is an Americanist

scholar means that her geographic focus encompasses North

America with connections to Latin America and Eastern Europe.

During the 2017/2018 calendar year, she was a Fulbright Fellow

in the former Yugoslavia where she taught a graduate seminar in

Chicanx/Latinx literature, and conducted interviews/research on

connections among and between both cultures. 

Amelia Montes
University of Minnesota

Professor and Department Chair

College of Liberal Arts

monte466@umn.edu
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Bart is a surface water hydrologist who studies the impacts of

climate change on the hydrology and water resources of large

river basins. He did his PhD in Civil and Environmental

Engineering at the University of Washington in the 1990s and

currently serves as the chair of the same department.

University of Washington

Professor and Department Chair

Civil and Environmental Engineering

nijssen@uw.edu



Olorunseun Ogunwobi

Paige Novak is the Department Head and the Joseph T. and Rose

S. Ling Chair in Environmental Engineering in the Department of

Civil, Environmental, and Geo- Engineering at the University of

Minnesota. Novak’s area of interest is the biological

transformation of hazardous substances in sediment,

groundwater, and wastewater and resource recovery, and

particularly how engineers can influence these processes. She

received her B.S. in Chemical Engineering from The University of

Virginia and her M.S. and Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering

from The University of Iowa.

Paige Novak
University of Minnesota

Professor and Department Head

College of Science and Engineering

novak010@umn.edu

DEO FELLOWS 2024

Dr. Olorunseun Ogunwobi obtained a medical degree from the

University of Ibadan, Nigeria, a master's degree in biomedicine

from the University of Hull, United Kingdom, a master's degree in

clinical and translational science from the University of Florida,

Gainesville, USA, and a PhD in molecular medicine from the

University of East Anglia, Norwich, United Kingdom. He is the

Barnett Rosenberg Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular

Biology and Chair of the Department of Biochemistry and

Molecular Biology at Michigan State University. Dr. Ogunwobi is a

translational cancer biologist whose work focuses on molecular

mechanisms of progression of solid organ cancers with

established racial disparities.

Michigan State University

Professor and Department Chairperson

Natural Science

ogunwob1@msu.edu



Eunjoo Pacifici

Felix Olschofka is Director of the Glenn Korff School of Music and

Professor of Violin. He came to Nebraska from the University of

North Texas (UNT) College of Music, where he was associate

dean for operations and professor of violin. Born and raised in

Germany, Olschofka was at UNT from 2010-2023. He formerly

served as director of graduate studies from 2018-2020. He holds

bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the Music Conservatory

Hanns Eisler in Berlin, a performance certificate from Indiana

University and a doctorate from the University of California San

Diego.

Felix Olschofka
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Director, Glenn Korff School of Music

Hixson-Lied College of Fine and
Performing Arts

folschofka2@unl.edu
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Dr. Eunjoo Pacifici currently serves as the Chair and Associate

Professor of the Department of Regulatory and Quality Sciences

and Associate Director of DK Kim International Center for

Regulatory Science at the University of Southern California, Mann

School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences, working to

provide the next generation of regulatory scientists with

knowledge, tools, and skills to expedite the development of

innovative, safe, and effective biomedical products. She received

her BS in Biochemistry from the University of California at Los

Angeles, followed by a PharmD and a PhD in Toxicology from the

University of Southern California.

USC

Associate Professor and Department
Chair

Mann School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences

epacific@usc.edu



Petronela Radu

Dr. Michelle Lynn Povinelli is the Vice Chair of Electrical and

Computer Engineering, Dean's Professor of Electrical and

Computer Engineering, and Professor of Physics & Astronomy at

the University Southern California. She is a Fellow of the OSA and

the SPIE. Povinelli is a recipient of the NSF CAREER Award, the

Army Research Office Young Investigator Award, the Presidential

Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers (PECASE), and the

TR35 Award for innovators under age 35 from MIT's Technology

Review magazine. Her research has been funded by a variety of

sources including NSF, ARO, NASA, DARPA, NGA, DOE, private

companies, and foundations. 

Michelle Povinelli
USC

Vice Chair of Electrical and Computer
Engineering

Viterbi School of Engineering
povinell@usc.edu
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Petronela Radu is the Leland J. and Dorothy H. Olson Professor of

Mathematics and Chair of the Department of Mathematics at

University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her research work in applied

mathematics, Partial and Integro-Differential Equations,

Continuum Mechanics, nonlocal models has led to many

collaborations with experts in academia, industry, national

laboratories and other governmental agencies. Her research and

educational work have been funded by awards totaling over 5

million dollars from several agencies including NSF, the Simons

(now SLMath) Foundation, DoE, and the Fulbright Foundation.

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Olson Professor and Department Chair

Arts and Sciences

pradu@unl.edu



Charles Roth

Rebecca Reynolds' work investigates intentional and incidental

human learning in formal educational settings of K-12, higher

education, continuing education, as well as informal and

naturalistic online participatory learning settings. She applies

learning sciences, design-based research, socio-technical systems

research and critical informatics perspectives. Reynolds also

studies and engages in evidence-based, participatory and

community-based educational technology design, development

and evaluation. She is the co-founder and co-editor of the

journal, Information and Learning Sciences, published by

Emerald.

Rebecca Reynolds
Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Associate Professor and Department
Chair

School of Communication & Information

rbreynol@comminfo.rutgers.edu
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Charles M. Roth is a Professor at Rutgers in both the Department

of Chemical & Biochemical Engineering (CBE) and in the

Department of Biomedical Engineering (BME), where he serves as

the Department Chair. Dr. Roth received his B.S. and Ph.D.

degrees in chemical engineering from the University of

Pennsylvania and University of Delaware, respectively. Following

his Ph.D., he was a postdoctoral associate at Massachusetts

General Hospital and Shriners Burns Hospital, where he

continued to work while appointed as Instructor in Surgery and

Bioengineering at Harvard Medical School.

Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Professor and Department Chair

Biomedical Engineering

cmroth@rutgers.edu



Lucy Santos Green

Amit Saini is Chair of the Department of Marketing, and W.W.

Marshall College Professor of Marketing at the University of

Nebraska–Lincoln. He conducts research in the area of

management of marketing technologies (CRM, e-commerce, B2B

Electronic Markets), business-to-business marketing, and

marketing ethics. He has published in leading marketing journals

such as the Journal of Marketing, Journal of Marketing Research,

Marketing Letters, Journal of the Academy of Marketing Science,

Industrial Marketing Management, Journal of Business Ethics,

Business Ethics Quarterly, and Journal of Personal Selling and

Sales Management, and has presented his research at national

and international conferences. 

Amit Saini
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Chair of the Department of Marketing

College of Business

asaini2@unl.edu
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My name is Dr. Lucy Santos Green and I am the Director of the

School of Library and Information Science, University of Iowa, co-

editor of International Association of School Librarianship's peer-

reviewed research journal, School Libraries Worldwide, and the

2024 President of the Association for Library and Information

Science Education (ALISE). I am passionate about investigating

school librarianship, instructional partnerships, technology-

enabled learning, and the design and development of digital

learning environments. I frequently speak on, and publish about

a variety of topics including research methods in school library

research, online learning, instructional partnerships, and

inclusive librarianship practices with a focus on LGBTQIA and first

generation immigrant K-12 students. 

University of Iowa

Departmental Executive Officer

School of Library and Information
Science

lucilia-green@uiowa.edu



Priti Shah

Dr. Donald W. Schaffner is Extension Specialist in Food Science

and Distinguished Professor at Rutgers University. He is the

current Chair of the Department of Food Science. His research

interests include handwashing, cross-contamination, and

quantitative microbial risk assessment. He has authored over 200

peer-reviewed publications and educated thousands of food

industry professionals. He is a Fellow of the Institute of Food

Technologists, the American Academy of Microbiology, the

Society for Risk Analysis and International Association for Food

Protection (IAFP). He served as president of IAFP in 2013-2014.

Don Schaffner
Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Department Chair

School of Environmental and Biological
Sciences

don.schaffner@rutgers.edu
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Priti Shah is Professor and Chair of the Department of

Psychology, Professor (by courtesy) of Information and

Education, and a Faculty Associate in the Research Center for

Group Dynamics of the Institute for Social Research at the

University of Michigan. She received her AB from the University

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and her PhD from Carnegie

Mellon University in 1996. Her research focuses on higher level

cognition (thinking, reasoning, problem solving), the basic

cognitive mechanisms supporting these abilities (executive

functions, attention), and educational application. She has edited

3 volumes and published over 100 articles and chapters.

University of Michigan

Professor and Department Chair

Literature, Science, and the Arts

priti@umich.edu



Rob Siston

Sivaramakrishnan Siddarth is Professor of Marketing at the

Marshall School of Business, University of Southern California. He

holds a B. Tech degree from the Indian Institute of Technology,

Delhi, a PGDM from the Indian Institute of Management,

Calcutta, and a Ph.D. in Marketing from UCLA's Anderson School.

His research focuses on the development and use of response

models to understand consumer and market behavior. His

previous research has been published in several journals

including Marketing Science, Journal of Marketing Research, and

the Journal of Marketing.

Sivaramakrishnan Siddarth
USC

Professor of Marketing and Department
Chair

Marshall School of Business
siddarth@marshall.usc.edu
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Dr. Siston is a Professor and Chair of the Department of

Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering at The Ohio State

University. He also hold courtesy appointments in Biomedical

Engineering, Orthopaedics, and the School of Health and

Rehabilitation Sciences. He received his undergraduate degree in

Mechanical Engineering from The Ohio State University in 2000

and his Masters and PhD in Mechanical Engineering from

Stanford University in 2002 and 2005, respectively. His research

seeks to apply principles of mechanical engineering to the

treatment of human movement disorders and sits at the

intersection of orthopedics and neuromuscular biomechanics.

Ohio State University

Department Chair

 Engineering

siston.1@osu.edu



Mia Smith-Bynum

Ayana Smith is professor of music in musicology and chair of the

Musicology Department at the Indiana University Jacobs School

of Music. Her work centers on interdisciplinary and intertextual

approaches to the distinct repertories of seventeenth-century

Italian opera and African-American music. She has served as Vice

President of the Society for Seventeenth-Century Music, on the

Council of the American Musicological Society, and is currently a

member of the Governing Board of the American Handel Society

and the Board of the Oxford University Studies in the

Enlightenment/Voltaire Foundation, University of Oxford.

Ayana Smith
Indiana University

Professor and Department Chair

Jacobs School of Music

aosmith@iu.edu
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Mia Smith-Bynum, PhD is Professor and Chair of Family Science in

the School of Public Health at the University of Maryland, College

Park. A clinical psychologist by training, Dr. Smith-Bynum directs

the Black Families Research Group and is an expert in African

American mental health, family interaction and communication

in ethnic minority families, parenting, and racial identity. She is

also an expert in adolescent mental health, adolescent sexual

behavior, and parent-adolescent communication about difficult

topics. She is the Deputy Director of Community Engagement for

the Prevention Research Center at University of Maryland. Dr.

Smith-Bynum is the past two-term Chair of the Black Caucus of

the Society for Research in Child Development. 

University of Maryland

Professor and Department Chair

School of Public Health

msbynum@umd.edu



Hank Stratton

Jessica Steinberg is an Associate Professor and Chair in the

Department of International Studies at Indiana University. She is

also Director of the Environment and Natural Resource

Governance Program at the Ostrom Workshop, and an Adjunct

Professor of political science. She studies the political economy

of development, with a focus on the intersection of

environmental politics, state capacity, and violent conflict. Her

book, “Mines, Communities, and States: The Local Politics of

Natural Resource Extraction in Africa” (Cambridge University

Press 2019), which explores protest and repression in

communities near natural resource extraction in Africa, won the

Harold Sprout Prize for the best book in environmental politics by

the International Studies Association.

Jessica Steinberg
Indiana University

Associate Professor and Chair of
International Studies

Hamilton Lugar School of Global and
International Studies

steinbjf@iu.edu
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Hank Stratton is a professor and the director of the Johnny

Carson School of Theatre and Film and executive director of the

Nebraska Repertory Theatre. He comes to Nebraska from the

University of Arizona, where he was head of acting/musical

theatre and the artistic director of the Arizona Repertory

Theatre. He is a member of the Screen Actors Guild, American

Federation of Television and Radio Artists, Actors’ Equity

Association, American Guild of Musical Artists, SAG-AFTRA,

Musical Theatre Educators’ Alliance. 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Director

Johnny Carson School of Theatre and
Film

hstratton2@unl.edu



Mauricio Terrones

Rebecca Strzelec (hint: that z is silent, rhymes with ‘relic’) serves

as Associate Dean for Academic Programs and Professor within

the Penny W. Stamps School of Art & Design at the University of

Michigan. From 2002-2023, Strzelec served as Distinguished

Professor of Visual Arts and Head of Visual Art Studies at Penn

State University, Altoona College. She earned her BFA and MFA

from Tyler School of Art, Temple University, in

Metals/Jewelry/CAD-CAM. Her often-narrative work consists of

wearable objects created via 3D modeling, 3D printing, LASER

cutting, sewing, and other methods. 

Rebecca Strzelec
University of Michigan

Professor and Associate Dean for
Academic Programs

Penny W. Stamps School of Art & Design
strzelec@umich.edu
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Mauricio Terrones is an Evan Pugh University Professor and the

George A. and Margaret M. Downsbrough Department Head

(Department of Physics, Penn State). He is also Professor of

Physics, Chemistry and Materials Science & Engineering at Penn

State. He is also the Founder Director of the Center for 2-

Dimensional and Layered Materials at Penn State, and the NSF-

IUCRC Center for Atomically Thin Multifunctional Coatings

(ATOMIC). He is also the Editor-in-Chief of the journal Carbon

(IF=10.9). Mauricio Terrones works on low dimensional materials

that mainly involve 1- and 2-Dimensions, ranging from carbon

nanotubes and graphene nanoribbons to graphene, boron nitride

and chalcogenide monolayers (e.g. WS2, MoS2, NbS2 , etc.).

Penn State University

Evan Pugh University Professor and
Downsbrough Department Head

Eberly College of Science
mut11@psu.edu



Tina Tootle

Robin L. Thomas is Head of the Department of Art History at Penn

State. A professor of art history with an affiliate appointment in

architecture, he specializes in European architecture and

urbanism from 1400-1800. Focusing on the architecture of

Naples, his interests include early-modern urbanism, the social

history of buildings, music and space, and the intellectual

formation of the architect. His first book, Architecture, and

Statecraft: Charles of Bourbon’s Naples 1734–59 (2013),

examined the remaking of Naples under King Charles of Bourbon

and addressed the political, social, economic, and cultural

importance of the royal building program. His second book,

Palaces of Reason: the Royal Residences of Enlightenment

Naples, examines the palaces of Capodimonte, Portici, and

Caserta in light of eighteenth-century ideas of reform.

Robin Thomas
Penn State University

Department Head

Arts and Architecture

rlt18@psu.edu
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Dr. Tootle is Professor and DEO of the Department of Biology at

the University of Iowa.

University of Iowa

Professor and Department Excutive
Officer

Biology
tina-tootle@uiowa.edu



Jay Wang

Dr. Deb VanOverbeke is Professor and Department Head of the

Department of Animal Science at the University of Nebraska –

Lincoln. As Department Head she oversees over 40 faculty. Deb

has previous experience at Oklahoma State University as

Assistant Dean for Academic Programs in the Ferguson College of

Agriculture and as a faculty member in Animal and Food Sciences

with a teaching/research appointment. She also has experience

in an extension/research faculty role at the University of

Minnesota. Deb received her B.S. from UNL in Animal Science,

with a minor in Agriculture Leadership; and her M.S. and Ph.D. in

Animal Science, with a meat science focus, from Colorado State

University.

Deb VanOverbeke
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Professor and Department Head

College of Agricultural Sciences and
Natural Resources

dvanoverbeke2@unl.edu
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Z. Jay Wang is an associate professor in the Department of

Finance and Alumni Investment Management Research Scholar at

the Lundquist College of Business. His expertise includes asset

management, institutional investors, and market liquidity. His

research has been published in journals such as Journal of

Financial Economics, Review of Financial Studies, Journal of

Financial Quantitative Analysis, Journal of Financial

Intermediation, and Contemporary Accounting Research. Wang

received two PhD degrees in finance and economics from

University of Michigan at Ann Arbor and Iowa State University

respectively. 

University of Oregon

Associate Professor and Finance
Department Head

Lundquist College of Business
Zhiw@uoregon.edu



Lawrence Williams

Xiao leads a dynamic department with 37 faculty members and

374 driven undergraduate and graduate students. This

community of learners is a testament to the rich legacy of the

Department of Statistics at Purdue University, which was formed

in 1968, developing from a thriving program in the Division of

Mathematical Sciences within the College of Science. Xiao

received his PhD in statistics from the University of Michigan in

2005. His research interests lie in nonparametric statistics,

functional data analysis, and machine learning, with particular

emphasis on developing methods for high-dimensional and

complex data. Xiao is a Fellow of the Institute of Mathematical

Statistics (IMS) and a Fellow of the American Statistical

Association (ASA).

Xiao Wang
Purdue University

Head of Department of Statistics

Statistics

wangxiao@purdue.edu
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Dr. Williams is Professor and Chair of the department of

Chemistry and Chemical Biology (CCB). He started at Rutgers as

an Assistant Professor in 2001, conducted postdoctoral research

at Sloan-Kettering and MIT, received a PhD from The University

of Arizona, and completed undergraduate studies in the New

Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology.

Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Professor and Department Chair

School of Arts and Sciences

lwilliams@chem.rutgers.edu



Jane Yatcilla

My research centers on the study the interstellar medium (ISM)

in nearby galaxies as a probe of galactic structure, dynamics, and

star formation.

Tony Wong
University of Illinois

Professor and Department Chair

Liberal Arts and Sciences

wongt@illinois.edu
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Jane Yatcilla is a professor in the Libraries & School of

Information Studies, and the head of the department of

Information Studies. Prior to becoming department head she was

a health and life sciences information specialist whose research

focused on using non-experimental methods that collect and

analyze data about research publications (i.e., article metadata

such as citation information, abstract, and keywords) or collected

from those publications (i.e., the research results presented in

the publications). Her research projects include bibliometric

analysis, citation context analysis, or evidence synthesis methods

and have resulted in numerous multi-disciplinary collaborations.

She has co-taught courses on systematic reviews for the health

sciences as well as for agriculture and the environment.

Purdue University

Department Head

Libraries & School of Information Studies

janeyat@purdue.edu



Kang Zhao

Minami Yoda received a B.S. from Caltech, and a M.S. and Ph.D.

in Aeronautics and Astronautics from Stanford University. She

became Chairperson of the Department of Mechanical

Engineering at Michigan State Unversity in November 2023.

Currently Red Cedar Distinguished Professor, Dr. Yoda was a Ring

Family Professor in the Woodruff School of Mechanical

Engineering at the Georgia Institute of Technology. Her research

interests in experimental fluid mechanics and optical diagnostics

include flow boiling, super-resolution imaging, colloid dynamics,

and high heat flux plasma-facing components for magnetic fusion

energy.

Minami Yoda
Michigan State University

Department Chairperson

Mechanical Engineering

yodamina@msu.edu
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Dr. Kang Zhao is Leonard A. Hadley Professor and DEO of

Business Analytics, with a joint appointment in Informatics, at the

University of Iowa. His current research focuses on data science,

especially the mining, predictive modeling, and simulation of

social, business, and collaboration networks. He has published

more than 50 journal papers. His research has been supported by

NIH and NSF and featured in public media from more than 25

countries. He also served as the Chair for INFORMS Artificial

Intelligence College 2014-2016, and the editorial boards of

Journal of the Association for Information Science and

Technology, Information and Management, etc. He earned his

Ph.D. from Penn State University.

University of Iowa

Leonard A. Hadley Professor and DEO of
Business Analytics

Tippie College of Business

kang-zhao@uiowa.edu



Ann Clements

Marilyn Amey is Assistant Provost for Faculty and Academic Staff

Development and Professor of Higher Education at Michigan

State University. She served as the chair of the Department of

Educational Administration for almost 15 years, and was Interim

Associate Provost for Faculty and Academic Staff Development

for two years before assuming her current role. Her research has

focused on leadership, including women leaders, organizational

change, and community colleges.

Marilyn Amey
Michigan State University

Assistant Provost

Faculty & Academic Staff Development

amey@msu.edu

DEO LIAISONS 2024

Ann C. Clements, Ph.D. is Associate Vice Provost for Faculty

Affairs - Faculty Development at the Pennsylvania State

University where she oversees university-wide professional

development for Penn State’s 6,500+ faculty across 24 campuses.

She leads faculty success initiatives including those related to

new faculty orientation, promotion and tenure, mentoring,

leadership training, teaching effectiveness, transition and

retention, and emeritus engagement. Additionally, she oversees

the Administrative Fellows program, the Penn State Laureate

program, and the President’s Award for Excellence in Academic

Integration. In conjunction with the Vice Provost for Faculty

Affairs, she engages with the Big Ten Academic Alliance and the

Association of Public & Land-Grant Universities.

Penn State University

Associate Vice Provost

Faculty Affairs

acc13@psu.edu



Amanda Diekman

Kelly Conforti Rupp is the Assistant Vice Provost for Faculty and

Staff Affairs at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She plans

and facilitates leadership development opportunities for faculty,

staff, and department chairs. She also supports faculty

recruitment and retention initiatives. In her spare time she is a

certified life and leadership coach who helps people find greater

purpose and joy in their lives and careers.

Kelly Conforti Rupp
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Assistant Vice Provost for Faculty and
Staff Affairs

Office of the Provost

kelly.rupp@wisc.edu
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Amanda Diekman is Provost Professor in the Department of

Psychological and Brain Sciences at Indiana University. Her

research investigates how stereotypes stem from and reinforce

the social structure, with a particular focus on disparities in

STEM, system change, and organizational trust. She received her

B.A. (English and psychology) from Kenyon College, and her Ph.D.

(social psychology) from Northwestern University.

Indiana University

Associate Vice Provost for Faculty and
Academic Affairs

College of Arts & Sciences

abdiekma@iu.edu



Beth Lewis

Donna Garcia is the Assistant Vice Provost for Academic Affairs

and Faculty Development at USC. She brings over 20 years of

expertise in higher education, primarily in academic and faculty

affairs administration.  Donna has focused on leading key

initiatives under the Provost’s office. Her responsibilities include

overseeing the university's process for academic program review,

faculty development programs such as Dean Onboarding,

Department Chair Initiative, mentorship development for newly

tenured associate professors, awards and recognition. Donna has

integrated her extensive education and training into empowering

and providing support to faculty leaders. She holds a BA in

Sociology from UCLA, a MA in Higher Education and Student

Personnel Administration from Teachers College, Columbia

University, a MA in Marriage and Family Therapy from USC.

Donna Garcia
USC

Assistant Vice Provost for Academic
Affairs and Faculty Development

Office of the Provost

dlgarcia@usc.edu
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Dr. Lewis has been a faculty member at the University of

Minnesota for 17 years. Her research has involved conducting

randomized trials to examine the effect of exercise on mental

health. She served as the chair of the School of Kinesiology from

2017-2023 and took on the role of Vice Provost for Faculty and

Academic Affairs in July, 2023.

University of Minnesota

Vice Provost

Faculty and Academic Affairs

blewis@umn.edu



Sascha Matish

Christopher Marks is Associate Vice Chancellor for Faculty and

Professor in the Glenn Korff School of Music at University of

Nebraska-Lincoln. In this role, he provides leadership on

activities, initiatives, and policies that support the university’s

faculty. He served as Associate Dean of the Hixson-Lied College of

Fine & Performing Arts from 2015 to 2024, during which time he

also served as Interim Director of the School of Art, Art History &

Design, Interim Director of the Johnny Carson School of Theatre

& Film, and Interim Dean. As a professor, he has taught organ,

music theory, and performance practice. He previously taught

organ and served as University Organist at Syracuse University.

Christopher Marks
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Associate Vice Chancellor for Faculty
Affairs

The Office of the Executive Vice
Chancellor

cmarks2@unl.edu
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Sascha was appointed Associate Vice Provost for Academic and

Faculty Affairs and Senior Director of Academic Human Resources

at the University of Michigan in June 2019. Sascha initially joined

Academic Human Resources in June of 2008. Prior to coming to

University of Michigan, Sascha worked as an assistant general

counsel at Wayne State University, where she focused on labor

and employment law. Sascha also worked as a union-side

attorney in a law firm specializing in public sector labor law in

educational settings.

University of Michigan

Associate Vice Provost for Academic and
Faculty Affairs

Academic Human Resources

amatish@umich.eduurdue.edu



Jan Neiger

Lisa Mauer joined the provost’s office as associate vice provost

for faculty affairs in 2019. In this role, she provides leadership for

initiatives that support faculty recruitment, hiring, retention,

development, and success at all career stages. Mauer is a

professor of food science, a member of the Whistler Center for

Carbohydrate Research, and was the director of the Center for

Food Safety Engineering for 10 years.

Lisa Mauer
Purdue University

Associate Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs

Provost Office

mauer@purdue.edu
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Assistant Vice Provost focusing on academic policies and

procedures; faculty hiring initiatives, development, and conduct;

training and leadership opportunities; and conflicts of interest

and ethics. Prior to joining the Provost Office, served as Associate

General Counsel at Ohio State and the University of Cincinnati.

Began legal career in higher education at the Ohio Attorney

General’s Office serving as assistant chief and chief of the

Education Section. Received B.A. and J.D. from Ohio State and

Ph.D. in Higher Education Administration from Bowling Green

State University.

Ohio State University

Assistant Vice Provost

Office of Faculty Affairs

neiger.4@osu.edu



Laura Rosenthal

Marjorie Olmstead is Professor of Physics, Adjunct Professor of

Chemistry, and Associate Vice Provost for Academic Personnel at

the University of Washington. She previously served as Director

of the Nanotechnology Dual-Titled PhD program and as Associate

Chair of Physics. Having spent most of her career researching

interface formation between materials that are of interest for

electronic circuits, her role in the Office of Academic Personnel

focusses on how faculty interface with each other and with the

University - including promotion & tenure, policy development

and implementation, and faculty onboarding and development.

Marjorie Olmstead
University of Washington

Associate Vice Provost for Academic
Personnel

Physics and Academic Personnel

olmstd@uw.edu
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Laura J. Rosenthal is the Director for Faculty Leadership and a

Professor in the English Department. In the Office of Faculty

Affairs, she leads projects on faculty development and leadership

development. Dr. Rosenthal previously served as the ADVANCE

Professor for the College of Arts and Humanities, advancing

women and faculty of color. She is the author or editor of five

books on Seventeenth and Eighteenth-Century British literature

and editor of the journal 'Restoration: Studies in Literature and

Culture.' Her scholarship focuses on theater, the novel, gender,

empire, and histories of emotion.

University of Maryland

Director for Faculty Leadership

Office of Faculty Affairs

lrosent1@umd.edu



David Shreiber

Rosa Milagros Santos is the Associate Provost for Faculty

Development. In this role, she assists with processes and policies

related to faculty development and success, including faculty

mentoring, support for pre-tenure and mid-career faculty, career

paths for specialized faculty, and leadership development. She

also oversees the new faculty orientation, mid-career faculty

programming, and the dual-career academic couples program.

Amy Santos
University of Illinois

Associate Provost for Faculty
Development

Office of the Provost

rsantos@illinois.edu
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David Shreiber is the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and a

Professor of Biomedical Engineering (BME) at Rutgers University–

New Brunswick. David provides leadership for high-quality

academic programming, teaching and learning, assessment, and

program review and evaluation processes. Prior to this role, he

served as Chair of BME for six years. David leads an active

research program in biomechanics, drug delivery, and

regenerative medicine and is a fellow of the American Institute

for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE).

Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Vice Provost for Academic Affairs

Biomedical Engineering

shreiber@nbcp.rutgers.edu



Charity Farber

Katherine Galvin is the Director of Programs for the Big Ten

Academic Alliance. The ten-member Programs Team provides

leadership and support for the Vice Provosts for Faculty Affairs,

Liberal Arts and Sciences Deans, Graduate Deans, Chief

Information Officers, Senior International Officers, the Big Ten-

Ivy League Traumatic Brain Injury Research Collaboration, and

special Provosts' programs. The team provides strategic &

collaborative expertise, program management, and

administrative support to further stakeholders' programs, groups

and initiatives.

Katherine Galvin
Big Ten Academic Alliance

Director

Programs Team

katherine.galvin@btaa.org

BIG TEN ACADEMIC ALLIANCE STAFF

Charity Farber is an Associate Director at the Big Ten Academic

Alliance. During her fifteen years at the Big Ten Academic

Alliance, she has managed a wide range of programs including

DEI pipeline and pathway initiatives, study abroad, course

sharing, graduate recruitment, and faculty development. In her

current role, she leads large-scale, multi-university collaborative

professional development initiatives supported by the Big Ten

Academic Alliance Provosts and Mellon Foundation and manages

the strategic initiatives of the Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs and

Graduate Deans.

Big Ten Academic Alliance

Associate Director

Programs Team

charity.farber@btaa.org



Danielle LeFaivre is a Project Coordinator at the Big Ten Academic

Alliance. She joined the BTAA in 2018 as an Office Manager. She

works with the Graduate Dean and Vice Provosts of Faculty

Affairs stakeholder groups. Danielle is a graduate of the

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.

Danielle LeFaivre
Big Ten Academic Alliance

Program Coordinator

Programs Team

danielle.lefaivre@btaa.org
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