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Steve Ahearne-Kroll

Jean Marie Abraham is the James A. Hamilton Chair in Health

Policy and Management and Head of the Division of Health Policy

and Management in the School of Public Health at the University

of Minnesota. Dr. Abraham’s primary area of expertise is health

economics and policy with a focus on private health insurance.

During academic year 2008-2009, Jean served as a senior

economist for the President’s Council of Economic Advisers (CEA)

in Washington, D.C. From 2016-2022, Jean served as Master of

Healthcare Administration (MHA) Program Director, prior to her

current appointment.

Jean Abraham
University of Minnesota

Professor and Department Chair

Health Policy and Management

abrah042@umn.edu

DEO FELLOWS 2023

Department chair and Sundet Family Chair in New Testament and

Christian Studies in the Department of Classical and Near Eastern

Religions and Cultures at the University of Minnesota. My

research specialization is in the interaction of nascent Christianity

and the ancient cultures in which it grows.

University of Minnesota

Department Chair

Classical and Near Eastern Religions and
Cultures

sahearne@umn.edu



Nii Attoh-Okine

Richard is an Associate Professor and Chair of the department of

Landscape Architecture, Director of the Office of Urban Extension

a Fellow of the American Society of Landscape Architects, and a

registered landscape architect. He has an undergraduate degree

in Agronomy from the University of Puerto Rico and an MLA from

Louisiana State University. At the Office of Urban Extension and

Engagement, he raises the visibility of the New Jersey Agriculture

and Experiment Station and School of Environmental and

Biological Science’s to address issues affecting urban residents.

Richard Alomar
Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Associate Professor and Department
Chair

Landscape Architecture

richard.alomar@rutgers.edu
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Chair CEE at University of Maryland College Park. My research is

in resilient infrastructure, focusing on cybersecurity and digital

technologies in civil infrastructure. Expert in railway engineering

leads efforts in digital twins, cybersecurity, and blockchain

technologies. He was selected as one of only 18 international

speakers to attend the G20 Ministerial Meeting. Authored two

books, 'Resilience Engineering: Models and Analysis and 'Big Data

Differential Privacy in Railway Track Engineering.

University of Maryland

Professor and Department Chair

Civil and Environmental Engineering

niiokine@umd.edu



Maya Barzilai

Dr. Barger is the department head of Veterinary Clinical Medicine

and has been in this position since March of 2022. She is a

veterinarian and a board certified clinical pathologist. Her

research interests include immunocytochemistry and canine

osteosarcoma.

Anne Barger
University of Illinois

Professor and Department Head

Veterinary Clinical Medicine

abarger@illinois.edu
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Maya Barzilai is Professor and Director of the Frankel Center for

Judaic Studies at the University of Michigan. She is author of

Golem: Modern Wars and Their Monsters (2016) and Golem:

How He Came into the World (2020). Her research focuses on

translation and adaptation in modern German, Hebrew, and

Yiddish literature and film. Her current book project concerns

German-Hebrew literary translations in the context of Zionist

culture and politics.

University of Michigan

Professor and Director

The Frankel Center for Judaic Studies

brmaya@umich.edu



Tessa Bent

Dr. Martha Belury has been appointed as Chair of the College of

Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES)

Department of Food Science and Technology effective July 1,

2023. Dr. Belury earned her Ph.D. in Biological Sciences in 1992

from the University of Texas, Austin. Dr. Martha Belury joined

The Ohio State University as the Carol S. Kennedy Professor of

Nutrition in the Department of Human Sciences in the College of

Education and Human Ecology (EHE) in 2002. Dr. Belury has

served as interim Chair of the Department of Food Science and

Technology since July 1, 2022.

Martha Belury
Ohio State University

Professor and Department Chair

Food Science and Technology

belury.1@osu.edu
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Tessa Bent is a Provost Professor at Indiana University in the

Department of Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences, director

of the Speech Perception Laboratory, and Department Chair. She

studies perception of first and second language accents. She is

also conducting research on communication between healthcare

providers and aging patients. Her research is supported by the

National Science Foundation and the James S. McDonnell

Foundation. She earned her B.A. from Millersville University and

her Ph.D. from Northwestern University. She is a Fellow of the

Acoustical Society of America.

Indiana University

Provost Professor and Chair

Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences

tbent@iu.edu



Meg Bruening

Ethel Brooks is Chair of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies

and Associate Professor of Women's and Gender Studies and

Sociology at Rutgers University. She is a Tate-TrAIN Transnational

Fellow at the University of the Arts London, where she was the

US-UK Fulbright Distinguished Chair (2011-2012). Brooks is a

member of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, Chair

of the Board of the European Roma Rights Centre, and member

of the Bavarlipe Academy of the European Roma Institute for Arts

and Culture.

Ethel Brooks
Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Associate Professor and Department
Chair

Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies

ebrooks@womenstudies.rutgers.edu
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Meg Bruening a Professor and Head of the Department of

Nutritional Sciences at Penn State University. She joined the Penn

State faculty in 2022 coming from Arizona State University. Her

research program develops, implements, and evaluates

behavioral interventions to improve eating behaviors and

advance health equity for low-income, diverse communities with

a focus on food insecurity and social determinants of health. She

is passionate about diversity, equity, and inclusion, working to

create systems and pathways for underrepresented students’ and

faculties’ success.

Pennsylvania State University

Professor and Department Head

Nutritional Sciences

mmb203@psu.edu



Gerald Casel

Rod K. Brunson is Professor & Chair of the Department of

Criminology and Criminal Justice at the University of Maryland.

His research informs criminal justice policy and crime control

practices. Professor Brunson is also a Fellow of the American

Society of Criminology. His scholarship appears in the British

Journal of Criminology, Criminology, Criminology & Public Policy,

City & Community, Evaluation Review, Preventive Medicine,

Urban Affairs Review, and the Journal of Research, Crime and

Delinquency.

Rod Brunson
University of Maryland

Professor and Department Chair

Criminology and Criminal Justice

rbrunson@umd.edu
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Gerald Casel (he/they/siya) is professor and chair of the Dance

Department at Mason Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers

University. He has been a faculty member at NYU Tisch School of

the Arts, UW-Milwaukee, CSU Long Beach, and University of

California Santa Cruz where he also served as the provost of

Porter College. A graduate of The Juilliard School, he received a

New York Dance and Performance Award “Bessie” for sustained

achievement. Casel is the founder of Dancing Around Race, an

ongoing community engaged-participatory process that

interrogates systemic racial inequity in dance.

Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Professor and Department Chair

Dance

gerald.casel@rutgers.edu



Mat Coleman

Sarah C. Chambers is Professor and Chair in the History

Department at the University of Minnesota. Her research and

publications explore political culture, citizenship, law, gender,

migration, and exile in Spanish America during the 18th and 19th

centuries. She has also served as Director of Graduate Studies,

Director of the Center for Early Modern History, and editor of the

journal Gender & History. She received her PhD from UW--

Madison.

Sarah Chambers
University of Minnesota

Professor and Department Chair

History

chambers@umn.edu
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Mat Coleman is professor of political geography and chair of the

Department of Geography at the Ohio State University. Professor

Coleman teaches and researches in the areas of law and

geography, state geopolitics, and borders and bordering. He is

currently co-founder of the Interdiction Lab at Ohio State—a

multi-disciplinary team that researches U.S. Coast Guard drug

interdictions and the extraterritoriality of U.S. criminal law in the

‘war on drugs’. His past research focused on the roles played by

local and state law enforcement in U.S. immigration

enforcement.

Ohio State University

Professor and Department Chair

 Geography

coleman.373@osu.edu



Amy Darragh

Dr. Cooper is the Tippie and Rollins Chair in Economics at the

University of Iowa and departmental executive officer for

economics. He graduated from Harvard University (A.B., 1988)

and Princeton University (PhD, 1993). Dr. Cooper’s research

focuses on experimental economics with applications to game

theory, the economics of organizations, and entrepreneurship.

His work has appeared in the American Economic Review, the

Journal of the European Economic Association, and Management

Science. Dr. Cooper served as editor-in-chief for Experimental

Economics.

David Cooper
University of Iowa

Department Executive Officer

Economics

david-j-cooper@uiowa.edu
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Amy Darragh is the Director of the School of Health and

Rehabilitation Sciences and Vice Dean of Health and

Rehabilitation Sciences in the College of Medicine at The Ohio

State University. Dr. Darragh has been at Ohio State since 2008.

She is an occupational therapist and epidemiologist who studies

pediatric neurorehabilitation and virtual technologies.

Ohio State University

Professor and Director

School of Health and Rehabilitation
Sciences

darragh.6@osu.edu



Zaire Dinzey-Flores

Maria is Chair of Textiles, Merchandising & Fashion Design and

Professor and Extension Specialist in Child, Youth and Family

Studies at the Univ. of Nebraska-Lincoln. With 17 years of

experience in research and Extension focused on well-being

among underserved populations, her work has generated over

$5M in grants and over 50 publications, including the books,

“Parenting From Afar: The Reconfiguration of Family Across

Distance” (Oxford U Press), and the forthcoming volumes,

'Extension and the Social Sciences) (Cambridge), and

Adolescence: An International Perspectives (Springer).

Maria De Guzman
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Professor and Department Chair

Textiles, Merchandising & Fashion
Design

mguzman2@unl.edu
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Zaire Dinzey-Flores is Chair of Latino and Caribbean Studies and

Associate Professor in LCS/Sociology at Rutgers University. She

studies housing, the urban built environment, and social

inequality. Dinzey-Flores is author of “Locked In, Locked Out”

(winner of the 2014 Robert E. Park Award) and is working on a

manuscript on racial aesthetics in real estate, and a co-authored

volume titled “Collaborations in Architecture and Sociology”

(Routledge). She holds a B.A. from Harvard, a Masters from

Stanford, and a M.U.P. and Ph.D. in Public Policy/Sociology from

the University of Michigan.

Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Associate Professor and Department
Chair

Latino & Caribbean Studies



Jimmy Downes

Education University of Edinburgh B.Sc. Biological Sciences,

(Pharmacology), EDINBURGH October 1989 - June 1993

University of Glasgow Ph.D. Department of Medicine and

Therapeutics GLASGOW Awarded June 1997 Current Position

Patenge Endowed Professor and Chairperson, Department of

Pharmacology and Toxicology, Michigan State University, East

Lansing, MI Research Interests Hypertensive cerebrovascular

disease and dementia development.

Anne Dorrance
Michigan State University

Professor and Department Chair

Pharmacology and Toxicology

dorranc3@msu.edu
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Jimmy Downes is the Brewster Professor of Accountancy and

Director of the School of Accountancy. His research interests

include economic transactions of multinational firms, accounting

for derivatives and international accounting. His research is used

in generating policies and review by organizations such as the

Securities and Exchange Commission and the Internal Revenue

Service. He teaches financial accounting.

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Professor and Director

School of Accountancy

downes@unl.edu



Michelle Garrison

Becky Fuller is a Professor and Head of the Department of

Evolution, Ecology, and Behavior at the University of Illinois. She

is an evolutionary biologist who studies fish, with an emphasis on

speciation and the evolution of visual systems. She received her

B.S. at the University of Nebraska, M.S. at Michigan State

University, and Ph.D. at Florida State University. Before assuming

the role of Department Head, she served as the Director of

Graduate Studies. She also serves in a leadership role in the

Society for the Study of Evolution and the American Society of

Naturalists.

Rebecca Fuller
University of Illinois

Professor and Department Head

Evolution, Ecology, and Behavior

rcfuller@illinois.edu
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Michelle Garrison is Department Head and Professor of Public

Health at Purdue University, in the College of Health and Human

Sciences. Prior to this role, she was at the University of

Washington and Seattle Children's Research Institute. Her

research focuses on sleep equity across the lifespan, including

harm reduction approaches to late night media use, and

methodological innovation for behavioral intervention research.

Purdue University

Professor and Department Head

Public Health

mmgarris@purdue.edu



Oren Gross

Jennifer Gilley is currently serving as the Interim Director of the

Penn State Commonwealth Campus Libraries in addition to her

role as the Head Librarian at Penn State New Kensington.

Promoted to the rank of Full Librarian in 2018, she is a promotion

and tenure department head and serves on the University-wide

Faculty Affairs Advisory Committee. Ms. Gilley has a B.A. in

English, an M.A. in Women’s Studies, and an M.S. in Library and

Information Science, and is an accomplished scholar in the field

of feminist print culture studies.

Jennifer Gilley
Pennsylvania State University

Interim Director

Commonwealth Campus Libraries

jrg15@psu.edu
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Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Irving Younger Professor

of Law at the University of Minnesota Law School. Professor

Gross holds an LL.B. degree magna cum laude from Tel Aviv

University (graduating 1st in his class), and LL.M. and S.J.D.

degrees from Harvard Law School. He taught and held visiting

positions in leading institutions such as Harvard Law School and

Princeton University. He is the author of numerous articles and

two award-winning books and a member of the American Law

Institute. Between 1986-91, he served in the international law

branch of the IDF’s JAG Corps.

University of Minnesota

Irving Younger Professor and Associate
Dean

Law School

gross084@umn.edu



Sarah-Grace Heller

Greg Harrington is the newly elected department chair for the

Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering at the

University of Wisconsin. He has been in the drinking water field

for 38 years, with 27 of those years at UW-Madison. His focus has

been on water quality and energy use in treatment plants and

distribution systems. He has spent much of the last 15 years

serving in an administrative role for the department’s

undergraduate programs and as the leader of our senior

capstone design program.

Greg Harrington
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Professor and Department Chair

Civil & Environmental Engineering

gwharrin@wisc.edu
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Sarah-Grace Heller is Chair of French and Italian and Associate

Professor of French. She specializes in medieval French and

Occitan literature, language, and material culture. Her

publications include Fashion in Medieval France (Boydell, 2007),

A Cultural History of Fashion in a Medieval Age (Berg, 2016), and

articles related to sumptuary law, crusade literature, the Roman

de la Rose, and the semiotics of culture.

Ohio State University

Professor and Department Chair

French and Italian

heller.64@osu.edu



Sara Hook

Natalie Hipple is Professor and Chair in the Department of

Criminal Justice at Indiana University. She studies the

collaborative methods used by law enforcement agencies to

identify and reduce crime and disorder especially as they relate

to gun violence and homelessness. Her other research interests

include gun-involved youth, incident reviews, higher education

policing, and evaluation of criminal justice programs. For the last

20 years, she has worked extensively with a variety of law

enforcement agencies in Indiana, the Midwest, and across the

United States.

Natalie Hipple
Indiana University

Professor and Department Chair

Criminal Justice

nkroovan@indiana.edu
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Sara Hook is Professor and Head of the Department of Dance at

University of Illinois Urbana Champaign where she won the

College of Fine and Applied Arts Excellence in Teaching Award in

2010 and the campus award for Excellence in Faculty Mentoring

in 2020. Hook holds a BFA from the University of North Carolina

School of the Arts, an MFA from New York University, and a

certification as a movement analyst from the Laban Bartenieff

Institute of Movement Studies. She has performed

internationally and her choreography has been produced in

venues across North and South America and Europe.

University of Illinois

Professor and Department Head 

Dance

sarahook@illinois.edu



Ahmet Karamustafa

Matt Jordan is head of the Department of Film Production and

Media Studies in the Bellisario College of Communications at

Penn State University. He is director of Penn State’s News

Literacy Initiative for which he hosts the podcast News Over

Noise. He writes and teaches about how today’s media systems

have been altered by digital technology and what it means for

democracy. He is executive producer of the documentary series

HumIn Focus and author of dozens of articles and books on

culture in America and Europe. His latest book is Danger Sound

Klaxon! The Horn that Changed History.

Matt Jordan
Pennsylvania State University

Department Head

Film Production and Media Studies

mfj3@psu.edu
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Ahmet T. Karamustafa is Professor & Chair of the Department of

History at the University of Maryland, College Park. His expertise

is in the social and intellectual history of medieval Sufism and

Islamic piety. He is the author of three single-authored books.

Currently, he is at work on a book project on everyday religious

life in medieval Anatolia (14th&15th Centuries).

University of Maryland

Professor and Department Chair 

History

akaramus@umd.edu



Susan Kern

Andrew Karch is Arleen C. Carlson Professor of American Politics

and Chair of the Department of Political Science at the University

of Minnesota. His research centers on the political determinants

of public policy choices in the contemporary United States, with a

special focus on federalism and state politics.

Andrew Karch
University of Minnesota

Professor and Department Chair

Political Science

ajkarch@umn.edu
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Susan Kern is Associate Professor and Director of the Historic

Preservation Program at University of Maryland School of

Architecture, Planning, and Preservation. She is an historian and

author who studies early American history and how museums

and historic sites use that history in the twentieth century and

twenty-first centuries. She holds a Ph.D. in early American history

from William & Mary and an M.A. in architectural history from

University of Virginia. She is author of the award winning book

The Jeffersons at Shadwell (Yale 2010).

University of Maryland

Associate Professor and Director

Historic Preservation

skern@umd.edu



Ceridwyn King

Brian King is a Professor and Head of Geography at Penn State

University. His affiliations range across the university, where he

serves as a faculty research associate with the Population

Research Institute, research affiliate with EESI, and faculty

affiliate with the School of International Affairs and Consortium

to Combat Substance Abuse. He focus on livelihoods,

conservation & development, environmental change, and human

health. His laboratory group (HELIX: Health and Environment

Landscapes for Interdisciplinary eXchange) is examining how

COVID-19 is transforming the US opioid epidemic.

Brian King
Pennsylvania State University

Professor and Department Head

Geography

bhk2@psu.edu
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Ceridwyn King is the White Lodging Services Head of the White

Lodging-J.W. Marriott, Jr. School of Hospitality and Tourism

Management at Purdue University. Her research focuses on

service management and marketing, emphasizing the internal

stakeholder’s role in creating competitively sustainable service

experiences. A leading international scholar in hospitality brand

management, she is the Editor-in-Chief of Services Marketing

Quarterly, Associate Editor of Journal of Hospitality and Tourism

Research and Co-ordinating Editor of International Journal of

Hospitality Management.

Purdue University

Professor and School Head 

White Lodging-J.W. Marriott, Jr. School
of Hospitality and Tourism Management

ceridwynking@purdue.edu



Douglas Landsittel

Dr. Jody Koenig Kellas is Willa Cather Professor of

Communication Studies and department chair at the University of

Nebraska-Lincoln. She has been chair since the spring of 2020.

The goal of her research program is to study the ways in which

narratives and storytelling can be translated to help individuals

and families understand, negotiate, and improve communication,

coping, and individual, relational, and interactional well-being.

She is the author of communicated narrative sense-making

theory (Koenig Kellas, 2022, 2018) and founder of the research

labNarrative Nebraska.

Jody Koenig Kellas
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Willa Cather Professor and Department
Chair

Communication Studies
jkellas2@unl.edu
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Douglas Landsittel is the Department Chair of Epidemiology and

Biostatistics, at the School of Public Health at Indiana University-

Bloomington. His department has 27 faculty, 12 research

associates, 5 staff and other post-doctoral researchers. He has

over 25 years of experience as a statistician and epidemiologist,

with research across a wide range of disciplines in clinical

research and public health. He has published over 170 peer-

reviewed research articles and am a Fellow of the American

Statistical Association.

Indiana University

Professor and Department Chair

Epidemiology and Biostatistics

dlandsi@iu.edu



Angela Marolf

Since August 2022, Dr. Sarah Low has served as professor and

head, Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics in the

College of ACES at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.

She is passionate about leading faculty from diverse research

areas in pursuit of the land grant mission. Her collaborative

approach, innovative ideas, and willingness to charter new

territory have led to success in unique and challenging situations.

She holds a PhD in Agricultural and Consumer Economics from

UIUC, an MS in agricultural economics from Purdue, and a BS

from Iowa State.

Sarah Low
University of Illinois

Professor and Department Head

Agricultural and Consumer Economics

salow2@illinois.edu
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Angela Marolf is Professor and Chair of the Department of

Veterinary Clinical Sciences at The Ohio State University, joining

the college in 2022. After completing a Radiology Residency at

the University of Florida, she joined the faculty at Colorado State

University in 2007. She has authored multiple peer-reviewed

publications and book chapters in veterinary imaging and is

Section Editor for Diagnostic Imaging in Advances in Small Animal

Care Series. Her clinical and research interests include advanced

imaging of the canine and feline pancreas and hepatobiliary

system.

Ohio State University

Professor and Department Chair

Veterinary Clinical Sciences

marolf.7@osu.edu



Randall McEntaffer

Professor Reuben A. Buford May, Ph.D. is the Florian Znaniecki

Professorial Scholar, Professor of Sociology, and Department

Head. He is also a Center for Social and Behavioral Science

affiliate. He has been a fellow at the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for

African and African American Research at Harvard University and

a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. visiting professor at MIT. May

received his Ph.D. in sociology from the University of Chicago,

and works in the areas of Community and Urban Sociology, Racial

and Ethnic Minorities, and Race Gender and Class.

Reuben A. Buford May
University of Illinois

Professor, Department Head and School
Counselor
Sociology

rabm@illinois.edu
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Randall McEntaffer is in his third year as Head of the Department

of Astronomy & Astrophysics. He is also a Professor in Physics

and Materials Science and Engineering. He specializes in the

design, fabrication, testing, and implementation of X-ray and UV

diffraction gratings for high throughput, high resolving power

astrophysical observations. His research topics includes the

fabrication of reflection gratings using nanofabrication

methodologies, alignment and testing of aligned grating modules,

and the incorporation of grating modules into space-based

spectrometers.

Pennsylvania State University

Professor and Department Head

Astronomy & Astrophysics

rlm90@psu.edu



Tesfaye Mengiste

Gill McLellan is a graduate of the University of Glasgow

Veterinary School (BVMS '90) and the University of London (PhD

'2000). She is an accomplished veterinary clinician scientist. Her

NIH-funded lab conducts studies of retina and optic nerve

degeneration, glaucoma, and Alzheimer's- related diseases. She

holds the Tim and Nancy Speaker Chair in Canine Health; has

been Chair of UW -Madison's School of Veterinary Medicine

(SVM) Department of Surgical Sciences since 2021. She has a joint

faculty appointment as tenured Professor in the SVM and School

of Medicine and Public Health.

Gillian McLellan
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Department Chair

Surgical Sciences

gillian.mclellan@wisc.edu
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Dr. Mengiste is a Professor of Botany and Plant Pathology.

Purdue University

Professor and Department Head

Botany and Plant Pathology

mengiste@purdue.edu



Lin Nan

Terese Guinsatao Monberg is Associate Professor of Rhetoric and

Writing and Associate Dean of the Residential College in the Arts

and Humanities (RCAH) at Michigan State University. Her

research examines how exclusion and empire impact spaces for

community knowledge production, with a particular focus on

Asian/American and Filipinx/American communities. She serves

on the Executive Boards for the Coalition of Community Writing

and for the Filipino American National Historical Society (FANHS),

and co-edits the FANHS Journal, which publishes academic and

community-based research.

Terese Monberg
Michigan State University

Associate Professor and Associate Dean

Residential College in the Arts and
Humanities

tmonberg@msu.edu
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Dr. Lin Nan is the Brock Family Chair Professor of Accounting,

Senior Associate Dean, and Department Head in Management at

Daniels School of Business, Purdue University. According to

“Accounting Research Rankings” by Brigham Young University,

Dr. Lin Nan has been ranked in top 10 analytical authors in all

topics globally every year since 2019 (#7 in 2019; #6 in 2020; #3

in 2021; #5 in 2022). In addition, she was ranked #2 top analytical

author in Financial Analytical Research globally in both 2019 and

2020 rankings. She is the only female scholar among the top 10

authors.

Purdue University

Senior Associate Dean and Department
Head

Management

lnan@purdue.edu



Christa Olson

Belinda Needham is a social epidemiologist with training in

sociology, demography, and population health. Her primary

research goals are to use novel approaches to assess health

disparities across the life course and to identify the social

structural, psychological, behavioral, and physiological

mechanisms by which social disadvantage leads to poor health.

Belinda joined the faculty of the Department of Epidemiology at

the University of Michigan in 2012. She is currently associate

professor and department chair.

Belinda Needham
University of Michigan

Associate Professor and Department
Chair

Epidemiology

needhamb@umich.edu
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Christa J. Olson is chair of the English Department at the

University of Wisconsin-Madison and Majorie & Lorin

Tiefenthaler Professor of Composition and Rhetoric. A rhetorical

historian studying transamerican visual cultures, nationalism, and

public discourse, she is the author of two books: Constitutive

Visions (2014) and American Magnitude (2021), and co-author,

with Brandee Easter, of the forthcoming On Visual Rhetoric.

Olson’s institutional leadership priorities include emphasis on

justice, equity, diversity, inclusion, and access; conflict

transformation; and shared governance.

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Professor and Department Chair

English

christa.olson@wisc.edu



Michael Sauder

Gary L. Pierce, PhD is a Professor and Department Executive

Officer in the Department of Health and Human Physiology at the

University of Iowa and the Russell B. Day and Florence D. Day

Endowed Chair in Liberal Arts & Sciences. He is a fellow of the

American Heart Association and American Physiological Society.

His research has been funded by NIH or American Heart

Association since 2013 and investigates the mechanisms that

contribute to vascular and cognitive dysfunction with aging and

hypertension. He teaches courses in clinical exercise physiology

and cardiovascular physiology.

Gary Pierce
University of Iowa

Professor and Department Executive
Officer 

Health and Human Physiology

gary-pierce@uiowa.edu
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Michael Sauder is Chair and Professor in the Department of

Sociology and Criminology at the University of Iowa. He has been

a Robert Wood Johnson Scholar in Health Policy at Harvard

University and a Fellow at the Bielefeld Graduate School in

History and Sociology in Bielefeld, Germany. His research

interests include the sociology of organizations, qualitative

methods, theory, culture, and inequality.

University of Iowa

Professor and Department Chair

Sociology and Criminology

michael-sauder@uiowa.edu



Mel Scullen

Jeffrey Schenker is a mathematical physicist interested in using

tools from mathematical analysis and probability to understand

models in theoretical physics and biology. He was born and grew

up in Laramie, Wy, where he also completed my undergraduate

degrees. He lives in East Lansing MI with his wife, who is an

elementary school librarian, and family.

Jeffrey Schenker
Michigan State University

Department Chair

Mathematics

schenke6@msu.edu
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Mary Ellen (Mel) Scullen serves as the director of the School of

Languages, Literatures, and Cultures and associate professor of

French. Her research interests focus on instructed second

language acquisition and technology-mediated innovations in

language pedagogy. She has published a monograph on French

phonology and a number of articles and book chapters. Since

2002, she has co-authored several editions of two leading French

textbooks. She is a proud Big 10 alum as a Michigan native with a

joint doctorate in French and theoretical linguistics from Indiana

University, Bloomington.

University of Maryland

Associate professor and Director

School of Languages, Literatures, and
Cultures

mscullen@umd.edu



Karen Smith

Rachael Shwom is full professor in the School of Environmental

and Biological Science’s Department of Human Ecology and Chair

of Department of Human Ecology at Rutgers University. She

conducts research that links sociology, psychology, engineering,

economics, and public policy to investigate how social and

political factors influence society’s responses to energy and

climate problems.

Rachael Shwom
Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Professor and Department Chair

Human Ecology

shwomrac@sebs.rutgers.edu
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Karen Smith is William Fulton Distinguished University Professor

and Department Chair in Mathematics at University of Michigan.

University of Michigan

Professor and Department Chair

Mathematics

kesmith@umich.edu



Steven Tait

Jolene Smyth is Professor and Chair of the Department of

Sociology. Her research focuses on survey methodology. Her

published research has examined such topics as the design of

web surveys; mixed-mode surveys; mode preference;

smartphone surveys; visual design for surveys; designs for

multiple-answer, open-ended, and scalar; survey recruitment;

within-household selection; survey sponsorship; and interviewer

effects. She received a BA in Sociology from the University of

Northern Colorado and an MA and PhD in Sociology from

Washington State University.

Jolene Smyth
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Professor and Department Chair

Sociology

jsmyth2@unl.edu
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Steven Tait is the Herman T. Briscoe Professor of Chemistry and

Chair of the Department of Chemistry at Indiana University. Prof.

Tait and his research team are known internationally for his work

in studies of molecular self-assembly at surfaces and in the

development of novel catalysts to address global energy

challenges. Prof. Tait studied physics at Brigham Young University

and the University of Washington and was an Alexander von

Humboldt postdoctoral fellow at the Max Planck Institute for

Solid State Research in Stuttgart, Germany before moving to

Indiana University.

Indiana University

Professor and Department Chair

Chemistry

tait@indiana.edu



Demondrae Thurman

Dr. Zhenghong Tang is a professor and the program director in

the Community and Regional Planning Program, and also serves

as a professor in the Landscape Architecture Program at the

University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He received his Ph.D in Urban and

Regional Science from Texas AM University, and Master degree

from Huazhong Agricultural University and Bachelor degree from

Hunan Normal University in China.

Zhenghong Tang
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Professor and Program Director

Community and Regional Planning
Program

ztang2@unl.edu
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Demondrae is Professor of Music and Chair of the Brass

Department at the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music. The

position was created for him to utilize his specific skills and

expertise in euphonium and brass chamber music. He is also a

Davis Artist at Samford University. Demondrae Thurman is a

Miraphone Performing Artist and plays exclusively the Miraphone

5050 Ambassador Edition euphonium which was designed

specifically for him. He also plays the custom Demondrae model

mouthpiece manufactured by Warburton Music Products and is a

Shires Trombone Performing Artist.

Indiana University

Professor and Department Chair

Brass

dthurman@iu.edu



Tiffany Trent

Montse Torremorell, DVM, PhD is a professor and interim chair of

the Veterinary Population Medicine Department, College of

Veterinary Medicine. She joined the UMN in 2009 as an Endowed

Chair to improve animal health. Her work focuses on the

transmission of infectious diseases of swine with emphasis on

influenza and other devastating viruses to advance their control

and elimination. Her work contributes to having sustainable food

production systems, food security and protecting animal and

human health.

Montse Torremorell
University of Minnesota

Professor and Interim Department Chair

Veterinary Population Medicine

torr0033@umn.edu
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Tiffany Trent, Chair & Associate Professor, Theatre & Drama,

School of Music, Theatre, & Dance, University of Michigan. Trent,

who studies applied theatre, theatre for youth, and practical

theology, has Chicago theatre roots as a director (Chicago

Dramatists, Pegasus, ETA, MPAACT), teaching artist (Goodman

Theatre, Humanities Council), and board president of Definition

Theatre. New play workshops include Alabama Shakespeare

Festival and New Harmony Project. Trent earned her BA from

UChicago, MFA from Carnegie Mellon, MDiv from Chicago

Theological Seminary, and PhD at Arizona State.

University of Michigan

Associate Professor and Department
Chair

Theatre & Drama

tutrent@umich.edu



Anjale Welton

Dr. Wehby is a Professor, the John W. Colloton Chair, and Head of

the Department of Health Management and Policy. He teaches

health economics and health services research methods. His

research examines social, economic, and policy impacts on

health, especially among children. Dr. Wehby has an active

externally funded research program including numerous NIH

grants, and has published over 140 articles in academic peer-

reviewed journals. He holds secondary appointments in the

Department of Economics, the Department of Preventive and

Community Dentistry, and the Public Policy Center.

George Wehby
University of Iowa

Department Executive Officer

Health Management & Policy

george-wehby@uiowa.edu
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Anjalé D. Welton’s scholarship examines how educational leaders

both dialogue about and address race and racism in their school

communities. Her most recent co-authored book (with Sarah

Diem, University of Missouri), Anti-racist Educational Leadership

and Policy: Addressing Racism in Public Education, challenges

school leaders to question the racial implications of the policies

they design and implement. Their book received the 2020 Taylor

and Francis “Outstanding New Textbook” Award in Behavioral

Sciences and Education.

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Rupple-Bascom Professor and
Department Chair

School of Education

adwelton@wisc.edu



W. Britt Zimmerman, DO, DFACOS, FACS is an ACOS board

certified urologist, associate professor, and Chairperson of the

Osteopathic Surgical Subspecialities with Michigan State

University College of Osteopathic Medicine. His current practice

focuses on urologic reconstruction, erectile dysfunction, and

general urology. Dr. Zimmerman has a BS in Chemistry from High

Point University in High Point, NC (1998) and his Doctor of

Osteopathy from the West Virginia School of Osteopathic

Medicine in Lewisburg, WV (2002).

W. Britt Zimmerman
Michigan State University

Chairperson

Osteopathic Surgical Subspecialties

zimme318@msu.edu
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Ann Clements

Marilyn Amey is Assistant Provost for Faculty and Academic Staff

Development and Professor of Higher Education at Michigan

State University. She served as the chair of the Department of

Educational Administration for almost 15 years, and was Interim

Associate Provost for Faculty and Academic Staff Development

for two years before assuming her current role. Her research has

focused on leadership, including women leaders, organizational

change, and community colleges.

Marilyn Amey
Michigan State University

Assistant Provost

Faculty & Academic Staff Development

amey@msu.edu
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Ann Clements, Ph.D., Professor of Music Education and Penn

State University’s Assistant Vice Provost of Faculty Affairs –

Faculty Development.

Pennsylvania State University

Assistant Vice Provost

Faculty Affairs

acc13@psu.edu



Carrie Docherty

Amanda Diekman is Provost Professor in the Department of

Psychological and Brain Sciences at Indiana University. Her

research investigates how stereotypes stem from and reinforce

the social structure, with a particular focus on disparities in

STEM, system change, and organizational trust. She received her

B.A. (English and psychology) from Kenyon College, and her Ph.D.

(social psychology) from Northwestern University.

Amanda Diekman
Indiana University

Associate Vice Provost for Faculty and
Academic Affairs

Office of the Vice Provost

abdiekma@iu.edu
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Carrie Docherty is the Vice Provost for Faculty and Academic

Affairs at Indiana University. She earned her B.S. from IU and her

M.Ed. and Ph.D. from the University of Virginia. She has been a

member of the Bloomington School of Public Health Department

of Kinesiology since 2003, serving as an administrator, educator,

and scholar. She is an internationally recognized scholar in her

field and has more than 25 years of clinical experience.

Indiana University

Vice Provost for Faculty and Academic
Affairs

Office of the Vice Provost

cdochert@iu.edu



Lois Geist

Donna Garcia is Assistant Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and

Faculty Development University of Southern California.

Donna Garcia
University of Southern California

Assistant Vice Provost for Academic
Affairs and Faculty Development

Office of the Provost

dlgarcia@usc.edu
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Lois J. Geist was appointed associate provost for faculty in

November 2019. She earned a doctor of medicine degree from

Case Western Reserve University. Dr. Geist has been a professor

in the Department of Internal Medicine, Division of Pulmonary,

Critical Care, and Occupational Medicine at the University of Iowa

since 1990 and has served as associate dean of faculty affairs and

development since 2003 while maintaining an active clinical

practice.

University of Iowa

Associate Provost for Faculty

Provost Office

lois-geist@uiowa.edu



Lisa Mauer

Sascha was appointed Associate Vice Provost for Academic and

Faculty Affairs and Senior Director of Academic Human Resources

at the University of Michigan in June 2019. Sascha initially joined

Academic Human Resources in June of 2008. Prior to coming to

University of Michigan, Sascha worked as an assistant general

counsel at Wayne State University, where she focused on labor

and employment law. Sascha also worked as a union-side

attorney in a law firm specializing in public sector labor law in

educational settings.

Sascha Matish
University of Michigan

Associate Vice Provost and Senior
Director of Academic Human Resources

Academic Human Resources

amatish@umich.edu
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Lisa Mauer is the Associate Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs and

Professor of Food Science at Purdue University. She has been on

the Purdue faculty since 2001 and is well known for her

leadership and mentorship, as well as her scholarship in the area

of food materials science and teaching of numerous highly

regarded food science courses.

Purdue University

Associate Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs

Office of the Provost

mauerl@purdue.edu



Jan Neiger

Beth is a Vilas Distinguished Achievement Professor and has been

a faculty member at UW-Madison since 1998. She is a faculty

member in the Department of Medical Physics and the

Department of Biomedical Engineering and served as the Chair of

the Biomedical Engineering Department for six years. She has

served in the role of Vice Provost since July 2020.

Beth Meyerand
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Vice Provost

Medical physics

memeyerand@wisc.edu
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Assistant Vice Provost focusing on academic policies and

procedures; faculty hiring initiatives, development, and conduct;

training and leadership opportunities; and conflicts of interest

and ethics. Prior to joining the Provost Office, served as Associate

General Counsel at Ohio State and the University of Cincinnati.

Began legal career in higher education at the Ohio Attorney

General’s Office serving as assistant chief and chief of the

Education Section. Received B.A. and J.D. from Ohio State and

Ph.D. in Higher Education Administration from Bowling Green

State University.

Ohio State University

Assistant Vice Provost for Academic
Human Resources

Office of Academic Affairs

neiger.4@osu.edu



Laura Rosenthal

Rebecca Ropers is Senior Adviser for Academic Leadership and

Conflict Resolution at the University of Minnesota. In her

scholarship and leadership, she seeks to promote inclusive and

engaged communities in higher education through enacting

equity-oriented change. Ropers has served as Vice Provost for

Faculty and Academic Affairs, department chair, chair of faculty

governance, and professor of higher education. She has

published more than 80 scholarly works related to equity,

diversity, and change in higher education and has received both

ACE and Fulbright Fellowships.

Rebecca Ropers
University of Minnesota

Senior Adviser for Academic Leadership
and Conflict Resolution

Office of the Executive Vice President
and Provost

ropers@umn.edu
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Laura J. Rosenthal is the Director for Faculty Leadership and a

Professor in the English Department. In the Office of Faculty

Affairs, she leads projects on faculty development and leadership

development. Dr. Rosenthal previously served as the ADVANCE

Professor for the College of Arts and Humanities, advancing

women and faculty of color. She is the author or editor of five

books on Eighteenth-Century British literature and editor of the

journal 'Restoration: Studies in Literature and Culture.' Her

scholarship focuses on gender, empire, and histories of emotion.

University of Maryland

Director for Faculty Leadership

Office of Faculty Affairs

lrosent1@umd.edu



David Shreiber

Rosa Milagros Santos is the Associate Provost for Faculty

Development. In this role, she assists with processes and policies

related to faculty development and success, including faculty

mentoring, support for pre-tenure and mid-career faculty, career

paths for specialized faculty, and leadership development. She

also oversees the new faculty orientation, mid-career faculty

programming, and the dual-career academic couples program.

Amy Santos
University of Illinois

Associate Provost for Faculty
Development

Office of the Provost

rsantos@illinois.edu
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David Shreiber is the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and a

Professor of Biomedical Engineering (BME) at Rutgers University-

New Brunswick. David provides leadership for high-quality

academic programming, teaching and learning, assessment, and

program review and evaluation processes. Prior to this role, he

served as Chair of BME for six years. David leads an active

research program in biomechanics, drug delivery, and

regenerative medicine and is a fellow of the American Institute

for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE).

Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Vice Provost for Academic Affairs

Biomedical Engineering

david.shreiber@rutgers.edu



Judy Walker is Associate Vice Chancellor for Faculty Affairs and

Aaron Douglas Professor of Mathematics at Nebraska. An alumna

of the University of Illinois and the University of Michigan, she

co- founded the Nebraska Conference for Undergraduate Women

in Mathematics. She serves on the Board of Trustees of the

American Mathematical Society (AMS) and on the National

Academies' Board on Mathematical Sciences and Analytics. She is

a Fellow of the AMS, a Fellow of the Association for Women in

Mathematics, and a Fellow of the American Association for the

Advancement of Science.

Judy Walker
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Associate Vice Chancellor for Faculty and
Academic Affairs

Office of the Executive Vice Chancellor

judy.walker@unl.edu
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Danielle LeFaivre

Charity Farber is an Associate Director at the Big Ten Academic

Alliance. During her fifteen years at the Big Ten Academic

Alliance, she has managed a wide range of programs including

DEI pipeline and pathway initiatives, study abroad, course

sharing, graduate recruitment, and faculty development. In her

current role, she leads large-scale, multi-university collaborative

professional development initiatives supported by the Big Ten

Academic Alliance Provosts and Mellon Foundation and manages

the strategic initiatives of the Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs and

Graduate Deans.

Charity Farber
Big Ten Academic Alliance

Associate Director

Programs Team

charity.farber@btaa.org

BIG TEN ACADEMIC ALLIANCE STAFF

Danielle LeFaivre is a Project Coordinator at the Big Ten

Academic Alliance. She joined the BTAA in 2018 as an Office

Manager. She works with the Graduate Dean and Vice Provosts of

Faculty Affairs stakeholder groups. Danielle is a graduate of the

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.

Big Ten Academic Alliance

Program Coordinator

Programs Team

danielle.lefaivre@btaa.org
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